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Yet now be ſtrong, O Zerubbabel, ſaith the: 
. LorD, end be ftrong, O Joſhua, fon of Fo- 
ſedech the high prieſt, and be Areng all the 
people of the land, ſaith the Loup, and: 
work hr I am with yeu, ſaith the = 


of hoſts 


| Mzn, Brethren and Fathers * 


; EIN G called to addreſs the body of. 
our aſſociated churches, now convened. 
by their delegates, I could wiſh to do it in 
a way both pleaſing and profitable. My de- 
ſign in order to effect this, will eaſily be 
diſcerned from the text juſt read, as the. 
foundation of our diſcourſe. | ; 
It will.readily be granted, that lukewarm- 
neſs and indifferency i in religion, is injurious | 
to the beſt cauſe in the world---contrary to 
the ſpirit of chriſtianity, and highly pro- | 
yoking to the King of ſaints, who com- 
plained- of a declenfiog in the church of 
Epheſus, I have fomew hat againſt thee, 
becauſe thou haſt left ay firſt love (a), and 
ſeverely threatened the Laodicean church. 
80 dies becauſe thou art lukewarm, and nei 
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ther 61% nar hot, 1 will: fob $63 out of my 
mouth (b). Only two of the even churches 


of Aſia eſcaped rebuke. And are not lome 


of our churches equally reprehenſible ? 
Have not moſt of them left their firſt love ? 
Are not miniſters and people become too 

remiſs ? Alas! where is our flaming love, 
burning Zeal and affiduity in religion ? 


Filed And irretrievable? We hope not! 


The goſpel means of a revival are ſtill in 


our hands, Let us then rouſe from our 


lethargy---gird on our ſtrength, and work 
vigorouſly in repairing the Chriſtian Tem- 
ple; which through ſloth and negligence | 13 


too much gone to decay. 


That I may contribute all in my power 
towards helping forward this good work, 


I ſhall borrow affiſtance from the . | 


firſt read. 


, - Yet now be ſtrong, O Zerubbabel, faith . 
the LorD, and be ſtrong, O Jeſbua, ſon of 

Foſedech the high prieſt, and be ſtrong all ye 

people of the land, faith the Lond, and 


work : for I am with you, faith the Lorp 
of hoſts. - 
We have here the moſt Clu ied en- 
couraging advice given, by the Lord, to the 
rebuilders of his ancient temple. The per- 
ſons addreſſed were, firſt, Zerubbabel, who 
was a e the red royal greatly in 
favor 
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(b) Rev. ji. 16. 
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was the diſcouragements thrown in the wey 
of the builders; not only from outward ene- 


; TEMPLE... 57 
favor with Darius king of Babylon, who, 
according to Joſephus, advanced him to the 
firſt place of honor, next to his own perſon, 
and adopted him into his affinity and 
blood (e). And by him was made deputy 
governor over the Jews, now returned from 
their ſeventy years captivity, to their own 
land. But notwithſtanding his high birth, 
rank and office, he was not above doing, the 
Lord's work; for he was his ſervant, and 
ee ee labor in building the temple. | bi, 

Next to him, Joſhua was addreſſed. He +++. 
was of the ſacerdotal line---an high prieſt. 1 
But his eccleſiaſtical dignity did not raiſe 1 
him above taking a part in building the tem- 2X1 % 
ple of the Lord. * Be ſtrong, O Joſhua, _ 
„% and work.“ It might be well if ſome 
dignitaries i in-the church were. "oy, to con- 1 
ſider this. 3 

The remnant of the 20051. were alſo 85 . 
dreſſed, even all the people of the land. 
None, of whatever character, ſtation or pro- 
feſſion were exempted. All were to labor in 
Bug ooh. the temple. Be ſtroog all ye peg- - 
te ple of the land, and work.“ 

The immediate occaſion of this en 


mies, but from many of their ancient fas 
chers; who, inſtead of encouraging the 
8 83 work, 


te) Jewiſh Antig: b. 31. ch. 4. 
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aloud, becauſe they ſaw the: preſent remple 
likely to prove ſo far inferior to the former, 
even as nothing in gompariſon of it. Thus 
they diſcouraged the people and retarded 
the work. It is no new or uncommon thing, 
for the people of God to meet with difficul- 
ties and obſtructions in the Lord's work; 
and ſometimes, as here, from unen reden 

arters. | 

But, that the people might be enabled to 
Mis every difficulty, and go on with the 
building, the Lord encouraged them by a 
_ gracious promiſe of his preſence. '* Work : 
„ for IJ am with you.” And the injunc- 
tion is enforced by divine authority, having 


work, as they oight to have done, wept 


the ſanction of a ** Saith the Lord, ?P-no leſs 


than three times annexed to it. 
Yet now be ſtrong, O Zerubbabel, Saith 


the Lord, and be ſtrong, O Joſhua, ſon of 
Joſedech the high prieſt, and be ſtrong all 


ye people of the land, Saith the Lord, and 
work: for I am with get Saith oy Lord 
of boſts. 


And nbw, that T may apply the text to 


the ſtare of our churches, give me leave to 
| obſerve, that the Jewiſh remple was typical 

of the chriſtian church. This might be 
made apparent, by a great variety of parti - 
> | entars, which 1 ſhall paſs over, and only 
| take notice, that as all the Jews were cms». 
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ployed in building the temple, even ſo 
ſhould chriſtians of all ranks and charac- 
ters, labor in building up the church of 


Jeſus Chriſt. einn has e to do; 
none ſhould be idle. 
In treating this Cubj6R [ mal vdenvonr 


as God may aſſiſt, * 


I. To point out the work belonging to 


als ſeveral ranks and orders of 1 the 
chriſtian church. 


II. Sbew how this Rt ought to be per- 


formed. 


III. Offer'fome conſiderations to excite 


eee to engage ol rp ardor 1 in it. 


11 


I. I am to point out the work belonging 
to the ſeveral 'ranks and orders of men in 


the chriſtian church. 


The chureh/of Chriſt is a 1 conkiſt 


| 505 of many members; and although they 
.. have not all the ſame office, they are all ne- 
_ cefſary and uſeful in their places. The che 
cannot ſah unte the hand, I have no need of 
lee ner again, the head to the feet, I have 
no need of you. There are, it is true, diver- 
FItiet of gifts, whereby ſome are qualified for 
greater uſefulneſs than others ; but the ma- 
nieſtation of the Spirit is given to every man, 
to profit uit hal (d). None fo inſignificant, 
as not to be able to place a pin in the Log 


tank 


162) Ram 11 1 Cor. 124 
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RE FOOTE "ff The grand point is for each 
one to know his duty, and attend to his 
own proper work. What that is, Iam now 


about to ſhew, and ſhall. 
Fiks r, Begin with the civil magiſtrate. ; 
Some of this character there are in goſpel 
churches. Would to God their number 


were increaſed. Civil, or even military 
office, is by no means incompatible with true 


piety and church-memberſhip. It is there- 


fore weakneſs in the extreme to exclude 
profeſſors from acting, either in the govern- 


ment or defence of their country. Of all 


men, they are the moſt likely to ſucceed and 
prove a bleſſing. But no office ſhould in- 
terfere with the duties of religion. Rulers, 


ſupreme and ſubordinate, have a work to 
do, in and for the church. And pious 
rulers have always: attended. to it, as their. 
main concern. Good King David was an 


eminent inſtance of this. Notwithſtanding 


the government of a large kingdom demand 
ed his daily attention, and much of his time 

was taken up in the many wars he was en- 
gaged in, it was in his heart, to build an 
houſe for the name of the Lord God of Iſrael (c.) 
And for which he made immenſe prepara- 
tions. : Now behold, ſaith he, in my trouble 


I have prepared for the bouſe of the Lord an 


fand 


ings viii. 17. 3 
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and N tatents of ſilver; and of braſs, 
and iron, "without weight (7) Well might 
he ſay, I have prepared with all my might for 
the houſe of my God g Tea, ſo engaged 
was he in this work, that he could ſay, / 
will not give fleep to mine eyes, or flumber to 
mine eye-lids, until I find out à place for the 
Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of * | 


cob (h.) 


The wife and munificent 130 Solodida, 
not only ſucceeded his pious father in the 
regal government, but completed his de- 
ſign, in building the temple of the Lord. 
Much of his time and ſubſtance he devoted 
to that ſervice. And the chief fathers, 
princes, captains and rulers of Hrael, con- 
tributed largely, of their fubſtance, towards 
building and endowing the temple (i). 

Neither have chriſtian princes thought it 
beneath them to be“ nurfing fathers” to 
the church of Jeſus Chriſt. Witneſs Con- 
ſtantine the Great; who exceeded in erecting, 
endowing and decorating ſuperb ediſices for 


the worſhip of Chriſt. 


Thus it appears that pious rulers have oh 
ways been exemplary in encouraging religi- 
on and ſerving the church. Happy ſhould 
we be, if all our pL acre an were of this 


f But 


N 


(t) 1 Chron. xii. 14. 1405 1 Chron. xxix. 2. 
(b) Pal. exxxii. 4. 5. 0 6 


hron, xxix. 6, 7 8. 
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But it ſhould ever be remembered 
magiſtrates, whether ſupreme or ſubordinate, 


have no power in, or over the church, in 


virtue of civil office. | 

1. They have no zuthority to enact laws 
to bind the confſciences of men. This is the 
peculiar and unalienable prerogative of the 
great Head of the church. To aſſume ſuch 
a power, is to mtrude into the province of 
Chriſt, and arrogance in the higheſt degree. 
Chriſt is the ſole Lord of conſcience, and it 
is bound only by his laws. Proud nian may 
arrogate the title of Head of the church, or 
vicar of Chriſt, and then lord it over God's 


heritagez but the King of ſaints acknow- 


ledges no ſuch coadjutors or competitors, 

25, They have no coercive power to com- 
pel men to be of this, that, or the other re- 
ligion; or to worſhip God in any way, con- 
trary to their own free and voluntary con- 
ſent.” The Lord never inveſted magiſtrates 


with any ſuch authority. To aſſume it, 


tends to perſecution, as experience has ever 
_evinced,. In vain may any pleach that they 
are of the true religion, and therefore it is 


but an act of kindneſs to compel men to 
worſhip as they do. Jews, Turks and Hea- 


thens may avail themſelves ↄf ſuch a plea, 
as juſtly as chriſtians. Every man may judge 


for himſelf what is, and what is not the true 


religion; but none can determine for others, 
e in 
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in this cale⸗ To attempt it, is to ese the 
natural rights of mankind. It would there- 
fore follow that none ſhould be compelled 
to worſhip 3 in a way that they do not 
chooſe. — 

3. Neither have magiſtrates any right to 
impoſe taxes on church members, or any 
others, for the ſupport of religion The ex- 
pences of a chriſtian church, are to be de- 
frayed by a free and voluntary contribution, 
The bible points out no other mode. And 
to impoſe taxes for this purpoſe, is to take 
the ſubjets money without their conſent; 
which is no better than robbery, under the 
covert of law. Robbery, too---O horrid! 
for the ſupport of religion. And will. the 
Almighty be well pleaſed with an offering 
made of this ** accurſed thing.” Hear 
what he ſays, I, the Lord, love judgment, I 
hate robbery for burnt offering (I). 

It may now be queried, „What is the 
work of civil magiſtrates in or reſpecting 
the church?” I anſwer 

1. To protect and defend it. This, church 
members have a right to expect and demand, 
in common, with all other citizens of the 
ſtate. And more than this, magiſtrates can- 
not do for the church, by virtue of their 
office. In all matters, purely ecclefiaftical, 
they are weak as other men, having only a 
fin gle vote. 


(k) Ifaiah Ixi. 8. 2. They 
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2. They ſhould attend to the ſervice of 


the church, the word and ordinances admi- 


niſtered therein; not only for their own - 


comfort and edification, but as an example 

to others. Being men of an elevated rank, 
their behaviour has a conſiderable influence 

on the conduct of the common people. 

3. Magiſtrates ought to contribute chear- 
fully and liberally towards defraying the ex- 
pences of the church. In this they ſhould 
- likewiſe be exemplary. Generally they are 
more wealthy than other men;. and, being 
rulers and leaders, more may reaſonably. be 
expected from them than from others. The 
liberal contributions of the princes and rulers 
of Ifracl, is a pattern. worthy, the imitation 
of all in authority. But we fear ſome have 
been more ready to tax otherts: than to con- 
tribute themſelves. 

4. They ought to pay a lee regard 


to the miniſters of the church. Some un- 


worthy characters, on being raiſed to office, 
have treated the ſervants of the Lord with 
contempt; whereas they ought rather to 206 


- vere them as the ambaſſadors of Chriſt ;”. 


And to efteem them very , highly in love for 
their -works ſake (I). Inſtead of making 
them the objects of their ſcorn and ridieule, 


they ſhould protect them from contumely and. 


defend them from inſult. I paſs on 
| SECONDLY, 
- (1) x Thel. v. 1g. | 


o 
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SECONDLY, to take notice of the work 
which church officers have to do, towards 
building up the chriſtian temple. But here 
it may be queried, what officers are there 
in a goſpel church? I anſwer, miniſters, or 
biſhops and deacons, and they only (1). As 
tothe multiplicity of officers in ſome churches, 
ſuch as arch-biſhops, dioceſean-biſhops, 
deans, ſub-deans, parſons, vicars and ſo on, 
by whomſoever introduced, they ſeem not 
to have been appointed by the great Head of 
the church; the ſcripture being filent re- 
ſpecting them. 

In the primitive age of chriſtianity, there 
were apoſtles, prophets and evangeliſts; but 
theſe, being extraordinary officers, ceaſ- 
ed. And as to lay-elders in the church, 
commonly called- ruling elders, there ſeems 
but little, rather no foundation in the word 
of God for them. With regard to their 
buſineſs, the ſcripture is filent. And to 
ſpeak of an officer without an office, is a 
grand ſoleciſm. Beſides, it is a reflection 
on the wiſdom of Chriſt, to ſuppoſe he 
would -appoint ati officer in his church, 
and afford him no inſtructions relative to 
his duty: 

| Miniſters, or biſhops and Senvons being 
then, in my humble opinion, the only officers. 

„5 * — + 


(1) Phil. i. 2. 
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in a goſpel church, I proceed to point out 
the work they have to do therein. 

With reſpect to miniſters- They are“ la- 
borers,” emphatically ſo called. Yea, they 
are workers together with Chriſt (m). En- 
gaged in the ſame glorious cauſe, ſo. pro- 
mote the ſame important intereſt. And 
their work may be reduced to the following 
branches. | 

1. Preaching the goſpel. This branch of 
their work is pointed out in the commiſſion, 
Mark 16. xv. Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the goſpel to every creature. This 
3s a principal part of their work, and ſhould 
be attended to with the greateſt aſſiduity. 
Preach the word, ſaith Paul to Timothy, be 
inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſen (n). The 
Greek word tranſlated goſpel, fignifies good 
news, or glad tidings. Such indeed is the 
goſpel, as it brings tidings of peace with God, 

and the news of ſalvation for lapſed, guilty 

MY | man; through Jeſus Chriſt, the Mediator 
of the new covenant. 

* Preaching this goſpel will lead to an ex- 

planation of what the apoſtle calls the form 

of ſound words (o). Which may include the 

following ſublime and important doctrines, 

viz. the being of a God---A trinity of per- 

ſons in the Godhead---The fall of Adam, 

and 


1. x Cor vi. 1. (u) 2 Tim iv. 2. (o) 2 
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and the imputation of his ſin to his poſte- 
rity- The corruption of human nature, and 
impotence of men to that which is ſpiritually, 
or morally good---The everlaſting love of 
God to his people- The eternal election of 
a definite number of the human race to grace 
and glory- The covenant of grace- Parti- 
cular redemption--Juſtification by the im- 
puted righteouſneſs of Chriſt--- Pardon and 
reconciliation by his blood - Regeneration 
and ſanctiſication by the ioffluences and ope- 
rations of che holy Spirit The final; perſe- 
verance of the ſaints in grace -The reſur - 
rection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 
This is an epitome of the faith which: was. 
once delivered to the ſaints, which miniſters 
are to preach, and for which they ſhould. 
earn:fily contend (p.) The tenor of this 
compendium evidently. proves, that ſalva- 
tion is not of works, but of grace. And 
theſe doctrines are to be preached faithfully, 
without fear of offending man, clearly and 
diſtinctly, without terms and conditions, to 
be performed by us; and without offers and 
renders of grace. Otherwiſe we blend law 
and goſpel, grace and works, Chriſt and 
Moſes; and thereby involve the chriſtian 
doctrine in the greateſt inconſiſtencies and 
abſurdities. It were to be wiſhed that mi- 
niſters would be conſiſtent with themſelves, , 


(p-) Jude iii. 
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as alſo with the goſpel; and not one while | 
preach that falvation is of grace; and then, 
introduce ſuch terms, offers and conditions, 
as would lead us to believe that it is not of 
faith, but as it were by the works of the law 
4.) This is not to preach the goſpel; Surely 
= ſuch workmen have need to bs aſhamed, for 
„ they do not rightly divide the word of truth 
| (r.) And F the trumpet give an uncertain 
Y found, who ſhall prepare himſelf tothe battle (s.) 
no 2. Another branch of the miniſters work 
is to adminiſter goſpel ordinances---baptiſm 
and the Lord's ſupper. The former is point- 
ed out in the commiffion, and annexed to 
preaching the goſpel. The latter was in- 
ſtituted by Chriſt on the evening before his 
paſſion; and both are to continue until 
Chriſt's ſecond coming. The wonderful 
beneficence of Chriſt, in theſe inſtitutions, 
appears from their nature, end and defign. 
Baptiſm is ſymbolical of our fellowſhip with 
Chriſt, in his death, burial and reſurrection 
of the remiſſion of our ſins; and of our 
reſurrection from the death of fin to a new 
and holy life (). The Lord's ſupper is em- 
blematical of the ſufferings and death of 
Chriſt---of his body broken and blood ſhed, 
to procure for us peace, pardon, righteouſ- 
neſs, and all the hte of the new cove- 
naut 


(q) Rom. ix. 32. (r) 2 Tim. ii. 15. (8) 1 Cor. 
wi} (t) Rom. vi. 3, 4- 5. Acts xi. 55 
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nant (u). In the adminiſtration of theſe 
ſacred ordinances, miniſters are to adhere 
ſtrictly to the pattern exhibited in the word 
of God. They are to baptize none but upon 
a credible profeſſion of faith and repentance 
(w). Neither are they to deviate from the 
primitive mode of baptizing, by an immerſion - 
in water, in the name of the Father, Son 
and holy Ghoſt (x). They are to adminiſter 
the Lord's ſupper to none but baptized be- 
lievers, regularly admitted into a goſpel 
church, and of good ſtanding therein; for 6 
this is a church ordinance, and none but "A 
church members, eccleſiaſtically convened - 
| have a right to communicate at-the Lord's 

table (y). The elements to be made uſe of 

in this inſtitution, are bread and wine. The 

miniſter is to take the bread; and after 

giving thanks, break, and by the hands of 

the deacons- diſtribute it to the communi» 

cants. In like manner he is alſo to take the 

cup, which, as the bread, is to be conveyed 
to the members; and all are to drink of it. 

The whole ſhould be done with an affecti- 

onate remembrance of the agonizing Jeſus (2). #368 'A 
And apt a miniſter ought not to be al- 

Ss. 3:7 together 
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( u) b — * xĩ. 23. 26. (w) Mark xvi. 16. ' Y 

Acts viii. 37. ch. ii. 38. (x) Mat. xxviii. 19. 4 
Mark i. 5, 9, 10. Acts viii. 38. 30. (y) Acts i. 

41, 42. (2 Mate xxvi. 26, 27, 26, 1 Cor. xi 

23. 26. | | 
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I together filent during the ſolemnization of 
3 this ordinance; rather, by warm and pa- 
; thetic diſcourſe, ſuited to the nature and 
deſign of the inſtitution, he ſhould endea- 

vour to raife the faith and affections of the 
communicants to a crucified Saviour. 7 

3. Ruling, or governing the church, is 

another branch of the miniſters work. And 

: which they are to do, not with force and 
cruelty; as lording it over God's heritage - 

not in an arbitrary and deſpotic manner, as 

i though their wills were to give law; but ac- 
cording to the laws and inſtitutions of Chriſt; 
| which they are to explain, intorce, and ſee 
that they are put in execution, The exe- 
1 | cutive part of government is placed in their 
q hands: for although the power of govern- 
= ment, in general, and eſpecially the right 
of judging who ſhall be received into, or 

ejected from the fellowſhip of the church 
= lics in the breaſt of the fraternity (a), yet 
1 theſe powers are to be executed by their el- 
ders or paſtors- In virtue of their office, 
they are to preſide in church meetings-+-re- 
gulate debates---keep order---ſum up the 
evidence and take the ſenſe of the members, 
in all caſes. Yet in no caſe is a miniſter 
entitled to more than a fingle vote. To 
Tule well is, perhaps the moſt difficult part 
N ok the miniſterial office, Caſes may ſome- 
| times 
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times come under conſideration, ſo intricate 
and perplexed, as to requirs the wiſdom of 
a Solomon properly to diſcuſs. 0 And the 
circumſtances, tempers and conduct of 
ſome members may be ſuch, as to require 
more prudence, patience, fortitude,. fideli- 
ty and meekneſs than ever dwelt in the 
breaſt of one man. Who is ſufficient for 
« theſe things?“ | 

4. Another branch of the miniſters work, 
is vititing the fick. Praying with and for 
them, that they may be healed. This duty 


is clearly pointed out by the apoſtle. James, - 
ch. v. 14, 15. 1s any fick among you ? let 
him call for the elders of the church, and let 


them pray over him, anointing him with oyl 
in the name of the Lord : And the prayer of 
faith ſhall ſave the fick, and the Lord ſball 
raiſe him up; and if he have committed fins, 
they [ball be forgiven him. Hence it is plain, 


that when a ſick brother, as here directed, 


ſends for the miniſter, he ought to go and 
pray over him. And-although anointing 
with oyl, as a religious or miniſterial rite, 


became uſeleſs, when the extraordinary 


« gifts of healing” (5) ceaſed, yet prayer, 
being of a moral nature, is of perpetual 
obligation. And the prayer of faitk” will 
ever be efficacious. Yes! The effeflual fer- 
vent prayer id a nen man availeth 
much. 

e I Cor, xii. 9, 28, 29. 
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much (e). Therefore miniſters ought not 


to neglect this duty of viſiting and praying 
for the ſick. | 

5. Comforting the ſaints is alſo a branch 
of the miniſters work; and no inconſider- 
able one. Thoſe words of the Almighty 
ſhould always lie with weight on their minds; 
Comfort ye, comfart ye my people ſaith your 
God (d). Many are the affliftions of the rigb- 
teous (e). Their trials; temptations and dif- 
ficulties are ſo numerous and weighty, that 
they often mourn: fore like doves.(f). Their 


grief is heavier than the ſand of the ſea- The 


arrows of the Almighty are within them, the 

poiſon whereof drinketh up their ſpirits (g). 
Nov miniſters ſhould be © Barnabaſes,” ſons 
of conſolation to ſuch. They ſhould pray 
that the Lord God would give them the tongue 
of the learned, that they may know how to 
ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to him that is weary 
(4). Ia a word, the ſame mind ſhould be 
in all the miniſters of the goſpel which was 


in the apoſtle Paul; who, on behalf of him- 
ſelf, and fellow-laborers, exprefſed himſelf. 


thus, Bleſſed be Cod, even the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of mercies, and 
the God of all comfort, uo comforteth us in 
all our tribulations, that we may be able to 


comfort them which are in any trouble, by the . 


comſont 


(dc) James v. 16. (d) Iſa. x. 1. (e) Pal. xxxiv. 


19. (f) Iſa. lix. 11. (g) Job vi. 2, 3, 4. (h) Iſa. J. 4. 
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comfort wherewith we ourſelves are e 
of God (i). | 1 AL 
6. Reproving vice, is a branch of the mi- 
niſterial office. However irkſome and diſ- 
agreeable. this ſervice may be, miniſters are; 
obliged to attend to it. They muſt have ng; 
fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of dar- 
neſs, but rather reprovethem (4). This is a dif- 
ficult, as well as a diſagreeable part of their 
work. To do it aright, will require all their 
wiſdom, prudence and caution. For al- 
though he that hateth reprodf is brut iſb (I), 
yet few there are ſo prudent. as to regard it, 
or receive it kindly. It often happens that 
he that repraveth @ ſcorner getteth to himſelf 
ſhame, and he that rebuketh a wicked. man 
getteth himſelf a blet (m). | 
The grand deſigu of givingreproof, ſhould 
always be the recovery, and reformation of 
the offender, - To effect which, reproofs 
ſhould generally be given in the moſt ten- 
der and affectionate manner, ſa as to con- 
vince the delinquent of a real concern far 
his welfare. Angry, clamourous rebukes 
will irritate, but ſeldom reform. Yet the 
reprover muſt be faithful, and ſhew that he 
is in earneſt. He ought plainly to point out 
the malignity of fin, with. his aggravating 
cireumRances and dire conſequences. Cry 


aloud, 
(i) 2 Cor. i. 3.4 (k) Eph, » 11. WW __ 


xii, 1. (m) Prov. is. 7. 
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aloud, ſaith the Lord to Iſaiah, ſpare not, liſt 


up thy voice like a trumpet, and ſbew my peo- 


pie their tranſgreſſions, and the houſe of Jacob 


their fins (m). Moreover, reproofs ought | 
to be adminiſtered impartially, hot ſparing 


the rich and great, any more than the poor 


and mean. Thus John the baptiſt reproved 


Herod the tetrarch for Herodias his brother 
Philip's wife, and for all the evils which He- 
red had done (n). In fine, reproofs are to 
be general or particular, public or private, 


as the nature of the caſe may call for; but 


pointed rebukes in public preaching ſeldom 
have any good effect. In ſome caſes a re- 
proof is beſt given by filence, a frown, or 
withdrawing from company: ** But wiſdom 
« is profitable to direct“ (o). 

7. The laſt branch of the miniſter's work 
which I ſhall mention, is refuting df errors 
and herefies. As magiſtrates are guardians. 
of law, ſo miniſters are /et for. the defence 
of the goſpel (y). They ſbould earneſtly con- 
rend fur the faith which was once delivered 
unto the ſaints (), triving together for the 
faith of the goſpel (r). The church in all 
ages has been infeſted with grievous wolves, 
not ſparing the flack---ſpeaking perverſe hy 
E7 draw woes diſciples eter them (). 

wie" 


(5) Ifa. lviii. 1. (n) Luke iii. 19. (0) Ecel. 


X. 10. (p) Phil. i. 17. (q) Jude iii. 9. 50) at. 
1. 27. (6) Acts xx. 29, 39. | | 
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apoſite Peter ſpeaks of falſe teachers, who 
bring in damnable herefies (t). Such there 
were in the apoſtolic age, and ſuch there 
will be to the end of the world. Now, 
who. ſo fit to make head againſt ſuch invad- 


ers of truth as goſpel miniſters ? who, like 


James, Cephas and John, ought to be pillars 
in the church (u). Shall they fit down with 
folded hands while the enemy is making in- 
roads in the church? Shall they tamely 
ftand by—-look on and ſee the foundations 
of religion ſapped ? Can the) bear that the 
ſpouſe of Chriſt ſhould be poiſoned with 
damnable herefirs and doctrines of devils, and 
make no attempt to prevent the infection? 
.God forbid, that any of the Lord's ſervants 
ſhould be ſo unfaithful ! Rather let them 


labor to build up the church of Chriſt by | 


preaching, praying, diſputing and writing 


for the defence of the goſpel. Yes! and 


if called to it---rather ſeal the truth with 


their blood. 1 


Thus have we endeavoured to- * 


| the office of goſpel miniſters; and ſhall pro- 


ceed to confider the buſineſs of deacons; 


who alſo have their work in the houſe of 


God. They may be conſidered as © helps” 
to the miniſters; being originally delegated 
by them to take charge of the ſecular con- 

cerns 


(e) 2 Pet. & 2. (u) Gal. fl. 9 
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cerns of the church. And their office is, 
To SERVE TABLES ()J. 
1: The Lord's table. For which. they are 
to provide! the elements---bread arid wine; 
which, being bleſſed by the miniſter, or at- 
ter he hath given thanks, they are to receive 
at his hands, and diſtribute to the commu- 
nicants; from whom they are to collect for 
the poor. And 1 ſhould think, it belongs 
to their office to take notice of ſuch mem- 
bers as abſtain from communion--admoniſh 
them, and without a reformation, to lay 
1 caſe before the ehuroh. 
The miniſter's table is likewiſe the 
3 charge. They ought to ſee that the 
miniſter hath a ſufficiency for the comfor- 
table ſubſiſtence of himſelf and family. 
Paul befought the brethren, in general, to 
know them which laboured among them 
and were over them in the Lord, and admo- 
niſhed them (x). Deacons, more eſpecial- 
ly, ſhould know their miniſters---enquire 
into their circumſtances---find out their 
wants, and have them ſupplied. It muſt 
ſenſibly affect the feelings of a modeſt mi- 
niſter to make his wants generally known, 
Many have ſuffered in filence, rather than 
do this, the deacons, therefore, if needful, 
ſhould do it for him,. and ſtir up the people 
to their duty of communicating to his ſup- 
port. | 3. The 
(w) Ads vi. 2. We 1 Theſ. v. 12. 
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3. The poor's table is alſo under the dea- 
cons care. On their account more eſpecially . 
was this office inſtituted (x.) There are 
generally ſome poor in the church, who 
without aſſiſtance muſt ſuffer. Now it is 
the deacvns work to find out ſuch, and 
- prudently relieve them out of the churches? 
ſtock, with chearfulneſs, impartiality and 
tenderneſs. Not upbraiding them with their 
poverty; which would be cruel. To an in- 
genuous mind, it is mortification enough to 
be reduced to the neceſſity of receiving ſuck 
ſupplies, however generouſly and delicately 
beſtowed. But there may be ſome poor 
who have rich friends in the church; if ſo, 
they are to relieve them. Others may be 
poor through indolence, or extravagance z 
ſuch the deacons ſhould admonih, rather 
than ſupply. + a 
4. The churches table, if it may be ſo 
termed, ſhould, I think, be under the care of 
the deacons. And this will involve in the 
deacons office, the buſineſs of receiving and 
paying away all donations and contributions, 
which reſpect the church; as alſo the care 
of building and repairing church edifices, 
together with all other outward concerns of 
the church. * An excellent commentator, 
ſpeaking of the office of deacons, expreſſes 
himſelf thus: “ Theſe muſt take care of the 
5 „ churches“ 
(x) Adds. vi. 16. (2-02 Bro 
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© churches ſtock, muſt review and pay 


and keep accounts; buy thoſe things which. 


they had need of againſt the ſeaſt, John xiii. 
* 29, and attend to all thoſe things which 
« are neceſſary, in ordine ad ſpiritualia, in 

„ order to ſpiritual exerciſes, that every 

„ 2hing might be done decently, and in or- 
© der, and no perſon or thing neglected“.“ 


And as deacons are the churches” ſervants, 


it is but reaſonable they ſhould adviſe with, 

and be directed by her, in all matters of im- 
portance; and, at proper times, render an 
account how they have diſpaſad of her 
property. 

Thus have we laid before you the work 
of deacons. If it is great, fo alſo is their 
encouragement. For they that have uſed the 
office of a deacon well, purchaſe to themſelves 
a good degree and great boldneſs in the faith 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus (y). Proceed we 
now 2 

THIRDLY, to conſider the work of com- 
mon members in the chriſtian church. 

1. The general duty of love, is incumbent 
on all profeſſors of the chriſtian religion. 
Without love we have no claim to the 
chriſtian character, and ſcarce deſerve to be 
ſtiled men. On the other hand, nothing 


aſſimilates us more unto God than love. 


For Cod is love, and be that dwelleth in lou: 
dwelleth 


Hearn on Adts vi. 3. (0a Tim: ile 13 
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dwelleth in God, and God in him (2). 

objects on whom this grace is to act are 
(1) God, Deut. vi. 5. (2) Chriſt, 1 Cor. 
xvi. 22. (3) the brethren, 1 John iv. 27. 
yea (4) even our enemies, Mat. v. 44. Let 
love be without diſimulation (a), and the God 
of love and peace ſball be with you (b). 
2. Chriſtian affection, candor and for- 
bearance, ſhould be exerciſed towards one 


the apoſtle enjoins (c). Be kindly« affetidh- 


nor preferring one another. And again, Be 
ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, for- 
giving one another, even as Gad for Chrift's 
ſake hath forgiven you ,d). Profeſſors are 
prone to be too cenſorious and bitter againſt 
their brethren, on account of their failings. 
Whereas; were they properly to conſider 
their own infirmities, and the forbearance 
of God towards themſelves, they would the 
more readily make allowances for human 
frailties in their brethren, and often be leſs 
fevere on their'miſtakes.  * 

3: Brotherly admonitions and epic 
muſt be conſidered as a part of their work; 
Notwithſtanding we are to exerciſe chriftian 
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another by all profeſſors of religion. This 


ed one to another, with brotherly love, in ho- 


torbearance, we are not tamely to ſee 4 
brother fin and not reprove him. Thou 


| ohn iv. 16. (a Re „Xii. b) 2 
| Cat. At 1. (e) Row! . 6. (d) Pt 2. 
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- buke from an offending brother, would be 
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| Halt in any wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, and 
not ſuffer fin upon him (e). To withhold re- 


doing bim a real j injury; for reprogfs of in- 
traction are the way of life(f). And, as 
an ear-rjng of gold, and an ornament of fine 
gold, ſo is a wiſe reprover upon an obedient 
ear (g). How admonitions are to be ad- 
miniſtered, and for what purpoſe, we learn 
from Gal. vi. 1. Prethren, if a man be over 
taken in a fault, ye which are ſpiritual, re- 
tore ſuch an one in the ſpirit of meehneſs, - 

con ſidering thyſelf, leſt thau alſo be tempted. 
In caſe of private and perſonal offences, 
that beſt of rules, given by our Lord Jeſus: 
Chriſt, Mat. xviii. 15, 16, 17, ſhould al- 
ways be attended to. 
4. They ſhould conſtantly attend on the 
word and ordinances, in their own church. 
The ſhameful negligence of too many pro- 
feſſors, in this reſpect, is one grand cauſe of 
the decay of religion among us. Hereby 
their own ſouls become lean---their brethren 
are grieved---their miniſters diſcouraged-—— 
ſeekers retarded, and ſinners hardened: 
How careful then ſhould all the members 
be to fill up their places in the houſe of 
God. Net forfaking the aſſembling of them- 
ſelves together, 4 the manner of ſome is (bh); 
We 


(e) Lev. xix. 7. (f) Prov. vi. 23. (80 Prov, 
Ar. 12. (b) Heb. x, 11 | 
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We may indeed juſtly call in queſtion the 
exiſtence of grace in thoſe who habitually - 
neglect the word and ordinances. Every 
true believer muſt, from principle, join with 
the pfalmiſt, and ſay, How amiable are thy 
tabernacles, © Lord of hoſts ! (i) 

5. Every member ſhould conſcientiouſly - 
attend to the important buſineſs of main- 
taining good order and diſcipline in the 
church: - Without good diſcipline, a church 
is like a city without walls an eafy conqueſt 
to an enemy. Tet, I apprehend, churches - 
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J. in general are too remiſs in this duty. Some 
. members have ſo little ſenſe of the import- 
MY ance of difcipline, that they ſeldom attend 
AY church-meetings for buſineſs; for which 


neglect they ſurely ought to be diſciplined. 
Some lay the whole burthen on the miniſter, 
whereas every member. ſhould bear a part. 
It is true, the miniſter ſhoule take the lead, 
but this he cannot do, unleſs backed by the 
brethren. Let every member therefore ap- 
ply diligently to this work, as the moſt like- 
ly method to maintain den order ume 
n in the church. 

6. They ſhould chearfully contribute to- 
wards defraying the expences of the church, 
God loveth a chearful giver (). No church 
can long exiſt without ſome charges: Theſe 
ſhould be borne in an equal proportion by - 
1 | OP" 1 
(ij Pal. Iszziv. 2 () 2 Cor. ic. . 
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30 
every, men. ber according to his ability. Ja- 
ſtice calls for this; for it is not juſt or rea- 


ſonable that ſome ſhould be burthened to 
eaſe others. Yet ſome men muſt be drag- 


1 ; ged into the ſervice if they came at all. It 
wh is mortifying enough to ſee how © grudg» 


SS ingly.” they part with a ſmall pittance for 
1 * the offerings of God, although all they have 
5 is. from him, and of his own they give 
| him (). And were they to give liberally, 
with a willing mind, they would beno loſers 
by. it;. for what is thus lent to the Lord he 
will repay with ample intereſt. Narrow 
ſpirited. chriftians would do well often to 
| read and ſeriouſly conſider 2 Cor. ix. 6. 
I He which ſeweth ſearingly Hall reap ſparing 
. ö ly and he which foweth bountifully, ſpall 

reap bountifully. 

z 7. They ſhould retain. a proper regard 
for and pay all due reſpect to their migi- 
ſters ;---Efteem; them very highly in love for 
their works ſake (m). Unleſs they, do ſa, 

there is but little reaſon to hope their mi- 
niſters, will he of much ſervice to them; 
for in proportion as à miaiſter ſinks, in the 
eſteem of his people and loſes their regard, 
kis uſefulneſs ceaſes, Miniſters in ſome in- 
ſtances may haye been eſteemed. too highly 

merely idolized; but. the danger more 
a yes in the oppoſite extreme, It 
| 0... | 3 Will. 
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will be granted that i it lies much in the breaſt 
of miniſters to maintain their own - dignity 
by a ſuitable deportment. But a perfect, 
unexceptionable character need not be ſought 
for among the lapſed ſons of Adam; and 
as miniſters alſo are men of like paſſions with 
others (u), all proper allowances ſhould be 
made them for human frailties. Their peo- 
ple ſhould cover their infirmities with "the 
mantle of love, and not ſuffer their minds 
to be prejudiced againſt then. by. 
8. They ought to provide for their mini- 
ſters an honorable maintainance. 'This is a 
divine inſtitution, a juſt, reaſonable and 
neceflary . appointment, which I hope to 
evince, to the ſatisfaction of every unpre- 
judiced mind. That it is an ordinauce of 
God, a ſtatute law of Heaven, never to be 
aboliſhed; is plain from the ſacred ſcriptures. 


That the prieſts and Levites had ſuch provi= _ 


ſion made for them, will ſoon appear. We 
acknowledge they were not to inherit land, 
in equal proportion, with their brethren; 
but the other tribes were to give unto them, 
out of their inheritance, forty and eight ci- 
ties to dwell in; together with their ſuburbs 
for their cattle, ſtore houſes, gardens, orch- 
ards, fields and vineyards (o). Theſe were 
their parſonage or glebe lands; which they 
were to enjoy, free from tax, toll tribute or 

cuſtom 


00 Acts xiv. 15. (o) Numb. xxx. * 
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cuſtom (). Moreover, they were allowed 


a certain part of all offerings and ſacriſices 
for food, Likewiſe, the firſt-fruits of corn, 
wine, oyl and wool; were given to them. 


And, beſides all theſe; they had made over 


to them, for their inheritance, the tithe; or 
tenth part of the produce of all the farms in 
the land of - Iſrael; therefore the Levites, 
without labor, had a greater proportion than 
thoſe who cultivated the land. 80 that, 
upon the whole, it may truly be ſaid, thoſe 


ancient miniſters of the ſanctuary, had an ho- 


norable maintainance. And miniſters of the 
goſpel have a ſolid claim to a like ample 
| ſupport; although the mode of raiſing it, 
differs as much, in ſome reſpeQs, as arbitra- 
ry taxation differs from voluntary contribu- 
tion -the only goſpel mode, as before hint- 
ed, The apoſtle Paul confirms the mini- 
ſter's right to ſuch a living in 1 Cor. ix. 13. 
14. do ye not know that they which miniſter 
about holy things, live of the things of the 
temple? and they which wait at the altar, are 
partakers with the altar? even fo hath the 
Lord ordained, that they which preach the goſ- 
pel, ſhould live of the goſpel. This paſſage 
of ſcripture ſufficiently proves that the 


maintainance of goſpel miniſters is àa divine 


ordinance. And it is a juſt inſtitution-— -as 
Nd hae from the words of our Lord, with 

reſpect 
bed Ee . 846 
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reſpect to this ſubject. Luke x. 7. For the 
laborer is werthy of his hire.---It is alſo a 


reaſonable ſervice, founded on the ſolid 


baſis of reaſon, as is plain from 1 Cor. ix. 
9, 11. Thou ſhalt not muzzle the mouth of the 
ox that treadeth out the corn. If we have 
ſown unto you ſpiritual things, is it a great 
thing if we ſhall reap your carnal things ? 
Surely it is not---it is but reaſonable that we 
ſhould: 1 may add, it is a neceflary appoint- 
ment.---Neceffary, as it is a ſtanding law 
of God, never to be abrogated---neceflary, 
with reſpect to miniſters, as they cannot at- 
tend to the duties of their function without 
it, unleſs they are men of independent eſ- 
tates; and ſuppoſe they be ſuch, it is nei- 
ther juſt nor reaſonable, that the church 
ſhould receive their ſervices for no conſider- 
ation, ho goeth a warfare any time at hit 
ewn charges? 1 Cor. ix. 7. Thus it ap- 
pears, to a demonſtration, that miniſters are 
entitled to a living from their people; and 
think reaſon will dictate that it ſhould be a 
competent one. Such as will not only keep 
them from want, and the neceſſity of ma- 
nual labor, but free them from anxious 
cares enable them to be charitable and. 
hoſpitable, and make ſome proviſion. for 
their families. And if any would deſire to 
know how far they are concerned, as indi- 

viduals, in contributing to their miniſter's 


- ſupport, 
, - 
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ſupport, they may read their duty clearly 
pointed. out in Gal. vi. 6. Let him that is 
taught in the word, communicate unto him 

that teacheth, in alli gocd things. Such a + 


maintainance ſhould people allow their mi- I 
niſters; not by way of a gratuity, but as a 
juſt debt, which reaſon. and the law of God i 
bind them to pay: i 
9. Iris the duty of members, in common, h 
to pray exrneſtly for the proſperity of the I 
church. Prayer hath a mighty efficacy, f. 
and ſhould never be omitted. The Mectua 1 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth tc 
much (g) - They ſhould pray that the mini- ſc 
ſter may be affiſted in every part of his di 
work---the word bleſt---finners converted in 
and added---ſaints comforted=--peace and 
love continued---all the members walk wor- pa 
thy of their profeſſion; and that God in all er 
things may be gloriſied through Jeſus Chriſt (r). wl 
10. They ſhould adhere firmly to the br. 
doctrines of the goſpel, and - earneſtly con- at 
tend for the faith which was once delivered of 
unto the ſaints (). The church of the living wh 
God is the pillar and ground of truth (6). dre 
Men of unſound principles ſhould never be ſet 
admitted or continued therein. Every mem» eve 
ber muſt continue in the faith, grounded and the 
ſettled, and not be moved away TORRE. the hope WEE 
of the goſpel (te. Thus 
(g) Iames v. 16. (r) 1 Pet. iv. 14. («Judi (1 


(t) Col. i. . 
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Thus have I endeavoured faithfully and, 
diſtinctly to point out the buſineſs of the 
* ſeveral ranks and orders of men in the 
ee of Chriſt. 1 am, 

II. To ſhew how <his work ſhould be 
od. 

It is not enough that the work be done--- 
it ſhould be performed in a right manner--» 
in the way which God requires; otherwiſe 
he will have no more reſpect to it, than he 
had to Cain and his offering. Some timid 
ſouls, ſenfible of this, work with dread, 
They tremble leſt they ſhould give a, wrong 
touch to the ark. I ſhall therefore lay down 
ſome general rules, which may ferve as a 
directory to each of the above claſſes of men 
in the performance of their duty. And 

1. They ſhould be governed, in every 
part of the work, by that divine and un- 
erring rule----the holy ſcriptures ; from 
which they never ſhould deviate an hair's 
breadth. In all caſes they ſhould aſk counſel 


at the mouth of the Lord (u), i. e. the words 
of his mouth. This is a ſure and tried rule 


which hath never failed. When the chil- 
dren of Iſrael returned from Babylon, and 
ſet about repairing the walls of Jeruſalem, 


every one with one of his hands wrought in 


the work, and with the other hand held a 
weapon (w). Ia like manner the builders 

14 3 of 
(u) Jof. ix. 14. (50 Neh. iv. 17. 


x" 
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of our chriſtian temple ſhould work with 
one hand, and hold a bible in the other, 
While they work wy this rule they cannot 

err. But 

2. They ſhould work from a . of 
love to God, This divine and heavenly 
principle, like the main ſpring of a watch, 
ſhould ſet all the wheels of the ſoul in mo- 
tion, and keep them going. Little can be 
done without it---indeed nothing to purpoſe. 
Without love to God, our beſt ſervices are 
but ſplendid fins. The children of Iſrael 
were ſtrictly enjoined to offer ſalt with all 
their meat-offerings, Lev. ii. 13. And every 
eblation of thy meat-sffering ſhalt thou ſeaſon 
- with ſalt ; neither ſhalt thou ſuffer the ſalt of 
the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy 
-meat-offering : with all thine offerings thou 
Halt offer ſalt. In like manner ſhould love 
to God pervade all the labors of thoſe who 
are engaged in repairing the chriſtian tem- 
ple, This celeſtial virtue muſt never be 
lacking. If they would labor to effect, let 
them be careful to-work under the influence 

of this divine principle. Again, 
3+ This work muſt be attended to, with 
a view to the glory of God. Not of adding 
any thing to his effential glory--- which is 
incapable of any addition or diminutionz 
but that the glory of the divine perfections 
may be diſplayed---the grace, wiſdom, mer- 
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ey and goodneſs of God manifeſted, and 
the ſupreme being acknowledged, loved, 
praiſed and adored, by all rational, intel- 
lipent creatures. That God may be thus 
glorified, ſhould be our aim, in all our com- 
mon concerns. Whether therefore ye eat or 


, . drink, or whatſoever ye do, ds all to the glory 
| (x). If this ſhould be our view, in 


of Ga 
all our common actions, more eſpecially in 
a work of ſo much importance as that of 
building the temple of Chriſt. Moreover 

4. All who are engaged in this work 
ſhould attend to it with courage and forti- 
tude--- reſolving to ſupercede all obſtrue- 


tions. A languid workman, like a timid 


ſoldier, is not to be depended on. How of- 
ten is the injunction © be ſtrong” repeated 
in our text, It was addreſſed, in particu- 
lar, to each claſs" of builders. Be ftrong, 


0 Zerubbabel---be firong, © _ Foſhug-=--be 
rong all the people of the land, ſaith the 


Lord, and work, Courage, fortitude, or 
firmneſs of mind, is what is. enjoined, with 
ſo much energy. In like manner, Moſes 
addreſſed the children of Iſrael, when about 
to paſs over Jordan, and enter into a war 
with ſundry powerful nations. Be ftrong, 
ſaid he, and of good courage, fear not, nor 
be afraid of them (y). With ſuch proweſs 


and ſtability, ſhould all orders of men ate - 


| JJ. 
(x) 1 Cor. x. 31, (7) Deut. xXxi. 6. 


. 
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tend to their work, in the eofpdl churth. 
Once more 

5. They ſhould attend to this work hear- 
tily=-- with all their heart and with all their 
foul (2). It is not enough that they labor 
diligently, unleſs they are deſirous of ſucceſs. 
While working, they ſhould be praying and 
finging-=--0 Lord, I beſeech thee, ſend now 


: proſperity (a). Peace be within thy walls, 


and proſperity within thy places (b). Some 


ceſs.” We have known ſome in the military 
line who have fought and bled in a cauſe 
which they reprobated in their hearts, wait- 
ing only a favorable opportunity to deſert 
and ſhift ſides*. Such treacherous charac- 
ters, Judas like, may intermix with the 
Lord's ſervants in building the temple; but 
it is moſt likely they will prejudice the cauſe. 
However they have reaſon to dread that aw - 
ful denunciation, Jer. xlviii. 10. Cur/ed be 
he that doth the work of the Lord deceitfully. 
In fine, 


6. This work ſhould be attended to with 
perſevering conſtancy. The Lord will have 


no three months, nor three years men em- 
plored in his ſervice. All theſe artificers 


42 \ Joſh. xxii. 5. (a) Pſal. cxviii. 25. 


Pal. xx 7, * Inſtance Benedict Ar- 


* * traitor . 


x 


may labor well in common life, from pecu- 
niary motives, without any regard to ſuc- 


5 ſhould 
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ſhould inliſt for life; and conſtantly per- 
ſevere in the work till difabled by death. 
Some who have engaged in this ſervice, have 
grown- weary of it, and given up. Others, 
on account of ſome difficulties, have flunk 
away, like cowards, and deſerted the cauſe. 
Many, upon finding thar building the chri- 
ftian temple” might interfere with their caſe, 
health, intereſt, or reputation, have given 
over, and left the work to other hands. 
Bleſſed be God, all are not of this ſtamp: 
Chriſt hath ſtill ſome faithful ſervants lefty 
who adhere firmly to the work aſſigned them. 
Should we fay unto ſuch, as Jeſus ſaid unto 
the twelve, Vill ye alſo go away? each one 


would anſwer--- God forbid! Lord to whom 
ſoould we go (c). I love my Maſter---I love 


his work. Let him bore mine ear through: 
with an aul, for I will ſerve him for ever. 
Exod. xxi. 5, 6: 

And new, having endeavoured to ſhew 
how this work of building the chriſtian 
temple ought to be performed, I ſhall, as 
propoſed, $ 

III. Offer ſome conſiderations to excite 
profeſſors, of all ranks, to engage with ar- 
dor in it. | &- 

If all orders of men, in the church of 
Chriſt, could appropriate the words of the 
Pſalmiſt, the zeal of thine-houſe hath eaten 


* 
. * 


(e] John d. 67, 68. 
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me up (d), there would be little need of this 
ſervice. But when we conſider the nature 
and importance of the work---the difficul- 
ties attending it, and how ſubject the beſt of 
men are to. a laſſitude of ſpirits; no argu- 
ment can be too cogent=---no conſiderations. 
too weighty---no motives too perſuaſive to 
Excite profeſſors to accelerate the work, with 
ardor and afliduity. 12 following motives 
ao ſuffice. | 

. Let profeſſors X at ranks, ſcrioufly 
ata by whom they are called to engage 
i in this ſervice. Not by a worm, like me- 
not by kings or emperors---not by an angel 

---but by JeEHovan, the Lord of Hoſts. 

And can any withſtand the injunctions and 
ſolicitations of the infinitely wiſe, pow- 

erful and gracious God? ſhould this be the 

caſe, the flone ſhall cry out of the wall, and 

the beam out of the timber ſhall anſwer it (e). 

Aſt ye now among the heathen, who hath heard 

ſuch things (Y. For all people will walk every 

one in the name of his God, then ſurely we 

ny; ought to walk in the name of the 'Lord our 
' God for ever and ever (g.) Hear then, O 
* ye builders of the chriſtian temple; hear, 
and conſider the iojunction in our text, and 

may the words bear in your mind, the ſanc- 

1 OY and authority of a God! Be 


 firohg, 


(a) Pſal. lzix. 9 (e) Hab. ii. 11. E) Jer 
Eviii. * (605 Mich x Is 5. 
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. and wort, ſaith the Lord of lab. 3 
Shall I add - . 7 
2. It is a good work. This, methinks, = 
ſhould be a powerful reaſon why chriſtians - by 
ſhould engage in it with ardor. The good- = 
nels of a cauſe is momentous in all caſes. It 
gives nerves to the reaſonings of the ſenator 
fire to the pleadings of the barriſter, and 
bravery to the exertivas of the ſoldier. Now 
that building the chriſtian temple is a good 
work, will appear if we conſider it as the 
means of glorifying God+-promoting virtue 
and piety in the world, and faving fouls from 
death. Even the Jewiſh temple was built © 


18 for theſe noble and beneficent purpoſes; — 
| J bat much more doth the goſpel church con- 
„arne If, therefore, the beſt work 
he deſerves any regard, this ought to be at- 
ad tended to with the greateſt ardor. I go on 
75 to obſerve | e 
ard 3. It is an honorable work. Among 
ery people of the world, this is generally a pre- 
we vailing conſideration.” They are fond of the 
our moſt reputable ©employments. * | Nom what 

0 work can be ſo honorable as to build a houſe 
ay for God. A temple for the King of kings 2 
1 3  Nebuchadnezzzr. Lapis (nn Is not this: * 
_ Tcl Babylon that I hav#built for the houſe * 

Be of my kingdom, by rh might of my power, and g 
5er of my ge U, Tue 

3 
Jer- 
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ſwelling words of vanity, ill became that 
prince; and the Lord inſtantly manifeſted 
his diſpleaſure at them. But one of our 
builders might juſtly ſay, #* O what grace, 
© what honor is conferred upon me, a poor 
« worm; that I ſhould be employed in build- 
6 ing a houſe for the honor of the divine 
ex majeſty !” The work in itſelf is honor- 
able. Thoſe employed in it have honor- 
able company---ſaints and angels; yea God 
himſelf will honor them with his preſence, 
which will ſweeten their labors, and render 
them ſucceſsful therein. This honor have 
all the ſaints (i). O may this conſideration 
excite them to greater ardency in the work. 


4. That it is a pleaſant. work 7 True re- 
ligion inſpires the ſoul with real pleaſure 
it fills the heart with rapturous ſenfations. 
Practical godlineſs, whereby the chriſtian. 
"temple is built up, is pleafant in all its 
branches, Prov. iii. 17. Her ways are ways 
"of pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths are peace. 
"Preaching is pleaſant. Praying is-pleaſant, 
Singing praiſes is pleaſant, Communicat- 
ing is pleaſant. Miniſtering to the poor 
ſaints 18 pleaſang In ſhort, every part of 
the chriſtian's work is pleaſant. Well then 
might the pſalmiſt ſay, Bleſſed are they that 
| Auel, in thy houſe ; ihe), * be we praiſing 
. these: 


-4 
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Codlineſi is profitable unto all things, having 
promiſe of the life that now is, and of that 


which is to come (p). More cannot be de- 
fired: IF then, the hope of profit can have 
any influence on the mind, let this ſtimulate 
profeſſors to greater aſſiduity in their work. - - 
I ſhall add but e <ontideration: more, and 


that is 


6. The Lord hath' graciouſly promiſed N 
his preſence witk the laborers while thus en- 
gaged. And can any thing be more ani- 
mating and encouraging than this? Hear 


what he ſays to the ſeveral ranks and orders 


of workmen---B2 ftrong and work : for I am” 
with you, faith: the Lord of hoſts. With you, +. 
by my gracious, quickening, ſtrengthening -. 
and comforting .. preſence ! What can the 
builders defire more? IS HOVARH's Preſence 
will enable them to combat every difficulty, 
ſurmount every obſtacle, and courageouſiy 
preſs forward through all diſcouragements | 


And what ſhall I ſay more? What more 
can be ſaid ?---Here,- it is owned, we are 


brought to our ne plus. uitra.' Should this 
conſideration fail of exciting profeſſors of 
all ranks and orders to engage with ardor- 
in building the chriſtian temple, we have no- 
other motive to offer our ꝑiniĩons fall — 


I ſhall 


Weean ſoar no higher. 


i 


1 im. ix. 85, 
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I ſhall now conclude with an applicatory 
addreſs to the ſeveral ranks and orders of 
men, principally concerned in- this diſcourſe. 
And ſhall begin, as before, 

1. With the civil magiſtrate. We revere 
you, Sirs, as the vicegerents of Almighty 
God 1 Appointed by him to puniſh and 
ſuppreſs vice, encourage and promote vir- 
tue---Will you be entreated to be faithful 
to him who hath appointed you, and to the 
' truſt repoſed in you ? So far as you execute 
law judiciouſly, and adminiſter juſtice and” 
judgment impartially, you may be deemed 
pillars, of the ſtate., - Byt let none, whoſe 
office it is to maintain order /and ſupport 
government, be themfelves the violaters of 
law; leaſt they leſe their authority, and be- 
come uſeleſs. Conſidering you as members 
of the chriſtian church, I have preſumed to 
point out your work and buſineſs therein, 
O be intreated to attend thereto with ardor 
and affiduity. Remember that your eleva- 
tion to office doth not raiſe you above, or 
exempt you from laboring to build up the 
church of Chriſt. But let not a miſtaken 
zeal kurry you into unwarrantable exertions 
of power for that purpoſe, which ſometimes 
has been the caſe. May wiſdom, prudence 
juſtice and piety, be the concomitants of al 
your adminiſtrations, I now turn myſelf - 
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2. To you my venerable fathers, and dear 


brethren in the miniſtry. Suffer me to ad- 


dreſs you in a few words. I have cndea- 


voured, under ſundry diviſions, to portray | 


your office; and ſhow about what you 


| ſhould be employed in building up the tem- 


ple of Chriſt, In which ſervice you have 
a greater concern than any other claſs of 
men. Like the Levites, you are taken from 
among your brethren, as an offering unto 
God, that you may execute the ſervice of the: 
Lord (q). Enough hath been ſaid to ſhew: 
the importance of your work. A rich fur- 
niture of mind. is neceſſary for an honor- 
able diſcharge ef it: O labor for every 
qualification. Deſpiſe not the aid of hu- 
man literature. Learning is an excellent: 
handmaid to grace. None flight it but 
fuch as know not its value. Without ſome 


aſſiſtance therefrom, it will be diffieult, if 
not impoſſible, to expound ſome paſſages of 


fcripture. Miniſters knowledge cannot be 


too extenſive. But covet earneſtly the bet 
gifts (r), the gifts and graces of the Spirit. 
There is a peculiar, . miniſterial gift---abſo- - 


lutely neceflary. All other qualifications, 


whether natural,  gracious.or acquired being 


inſufficient without it; I mean that gift of 


God. which renders a man apt to teach,“ 
Wh WP: him for. exphaiaing the ſcrip- 


tures. 


WW Nan. viii Gn. (55 1 Cor. xii. 3 N 


f a A ms R at 


— 2 0 


2 © 


7 


TEMPLE 47 


tures Th an eaſy, acceptable manner, to the 
inſtruQion and edification of the hearers (5). 
Without this gift, none need preſume to 
preach the goſpel. Pardon me, my reve- 
rend brethren, if I intreat you not to ne- 
sleek the gift that is in you; but ſtir it up 
and improve it, by reading, praying, ſtudy- 
ing and preaching. May you, may I, give 
up -ourſelves wholly to theſe things, - and 
continue in them, with ardor and affiduity 
to the end of life. My next addreſs ſhall be 
3. To the deacons. You, my dear bre- 
thren, ſhoutd confider yourſelves as © helps” 
or aſſiſtants to miniſters, in the ſervice of the 
church. For this purpoſe was your office 
originally appointed, as we'haye already ob- 
ſerved. The whole office of miniſtry in the 
church, external and internal, ſpiritual and 
temporal, ſeems primarily to have. been 
lodged in the breaſt of the elders, biſhops 
or miniſters. But, upon finding the bur- 
then too great, the apoſtles directed that 
other fit perſons ſhould be appointed to cake | 
on them that part of the miniſtry which. re 
lated to the ſecular concerns of the church. 
This was a wiſe and neceflary inſtitution; 
for hereby the elders were greatly relieved, 
ſo that they could give themſelves continu= 
ally *© to prayer, and to the miniſtry of the 
„ word.” While the deacons attended to 
(s) x Tim. iii. 2. ch. iv. 14. 2 Tim. i. 6. 


had been leftto-the management of the whole 
body, would perhaps, have been regarded 
by none. Will you bear with me, while1 


men could not be ſo lax in attending to the 
« duties of it. 1 have endeavoured to lay be- 
fore you a clear, though ſuccinct deſcription 
of your work; whereby the importance of 
it may, in ſome meaſure appear. Happy 


8 Would you deſire to ſee your miniſters ſet at 
liberty to attend to the duties of their func- 


ſupplied- your houſes for worſhip neat and 


+ 


rum? O, be intreated, for Chriſt's ſake, 
ardently to attend to every branch of your 

office. But my concern with officers muſt 
not prevent an addreſs ( 


| portance to be thus flighted. Without your 
aid, building the temple of Chriſt will go on 


4 7 - 


48 CHRISTIAN 


the churches temporal affairsz which if they 


endeavour to ſtir you up to a faithful diſ- 
charge of your. truſt? I have ſometimes - 
thought, 'that ſome deacons did not really 
underſtaad their office, otherwiſe ſuch good 


ſhould I feel, and happy would it be for the 
churches, could I prevail with all of your 
order, faithfully to diſcharge their duty. 


tion to ſee the Lord's table decently and 
regularly attended---the wants of the poor 


decent, and all the ſecular affairs of your 
churches moving on, with order and deco- 


4. To the common members. No, my 
beloved brethren, you are of too much im- 


but 


* 


* 
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but ſlow. What 
prince, and Joſhua the prieſt have done to- 
wards building the Jewiſh temple, without 
the aſſiſtance of the people of the land? no- 
thing to purpoſe! Neither can officers build 
up the church of Chriſt, without the help 
of common members. Every one has ſome- 

thing to do. Let all be ſtrong and work. 
Some perhaps, for want of knowing better, 
throw the whole burthen on miniſters and; 
deacons. This is rather cruel. - Others, over: 
diffident of themſelves; think they can do 
nothing. This is a grand miſtake. None 
ſo weak, but they may place a pin in the 
building. Weak as chey may be, would all 

join together as they ought, much might be 


Chriſt is built or not; this is lamentable in- 

deed.: Such profeſſors deſerve to be caſhier'd. 

What work private members have to do, I 
have endeavoured to ſhow. If you love 
Chriſt, and would wiſh to ſee his intereſt 

flouriſh, O be intreated, one and all, to 
attend thereto, with ardency and ations 

ance. Shall I preſume _ 

Fi 5. And laſtly, to addreſs you, my much 
„ 1) il eſteemed brethren; the members of this aſ- 


for your incorporate body. It is ancient 
it is wenne is uſeful.—1 felicitate 
33 oo; 


i 


told Patek 


| ſociation ? With reverence I applaud your 
t Jour BY inſtitution. And retain a high VENEration | 


* 
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done. Should any ſhow by their conduct, 
that they care not whether the temple of 
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myſelf on being one of its humble menibers. 
Fou muſt be deemed a reſpectable body, as 
you are compoſed: of, and | repreſent the 
churches of Jeſus Chriſt. I have it not in 
contemplation to point out your power and 
duty; and truſt you ſtand in no need of ſuch 
ſervice, You are ſo happy as to know how 
to maintain your dignity and. uſefulneſs, 
without invading the rights of your conſtitu- 
ents. Lou aſſume no higher title than that 
of an Apvisory Covuncirt. Which beſt 
coineides with the conſtitution of the church« 
es you have the honor to repreſent; which 
being founded on the gofpel plan, is free and 
independent. You, therefore, impoſe not 
your ſentiments on the churches; under pain 
of excommunication. But in all your delibe- 
rations you aim at their peace, comfort, joy 
and edification. With theſe "benevolent 
views, I truſt, you are now convened; and 
hope you will take time to deliberate on every 
point, that may properly come before you, 
and determine not to think of breaking up; 
until the whole of your buſineſs is compleat- 
ly finiſhed. May brotherly love pervade 
your counſels, and truth be the fignature of 
all your determinations. And may a divine 
ardor fire every breaſt, white you are labors 
ing to N God, by W re me, chriſti 
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